Big brown bat – Allicia Kelly, ENR

BAT MANAGEMENT PLAN











Bats are long-lived and reproduce relatively slowly,
which makes them sensitive to population declines. A
disease called white-nose syndrome (WNS) is the
most important threat to many bat species. It often
results in death and can cause severe population
declines (>90%). WNS is not present in the NWT yet,
but is expected to arrive within the next decade. Other
threats include human impacts at hibernacula,
removal/exclusion of maternity roosts, habitat
change, and wind energy developments.


Management plans are required for species of
Special Concern under the Species at Risk (NWT)
Act. This one needs to be completed by July 2020.



The management plan will provide guidance to
wildlife managers on the management and
conservation of bat species in the NWT.



Because bats have several threats in common, a
multi-species management approach is being
used.



Automatic prohibitions or protections for species
or habitat are NOT a part of the management
plan.



Management of bats in the NWT is a shared
responsibility. Decisions will continue to be made
by consensus among governments and wildlife comanagement boards established under land claim
agreements.

Goal: For each bat species to maintain self-sustaining,
resilient populations across their range in the NWT.













Identify, map, and protect key bat habitats (e.g.
hibernation sites and maternity roosts).
Fill knowledge gaps about species, habitat, threats,
and cumulative effects.
Monitor population trends.
Encourage collection and recording of traditional
and community knowledge about bats.
Participate in collaborative national/international
efforts to prevent and mitigate the spread and
impact of white-nose syndrome (WNS).
Develop a surveillance program for WNS.
Encourage public reporting of bat observations.
Promote and implement best management
practices for forestry and wind energy
developments.
Do you have any suggestions to improve the
management plan?
What are the high priority actions you feel should
be taken to manage bats in the NWT?

-------------------------------------------------------------------You can access the draft management plan and
additional information at www.nwtspeciesatrisk.ca.
For more information, contact your local NWT
renewable resources board OR the NWT Species at
Risk Secretariat at sara@gov.nt.ca or toll-free at
1 (855) 783-4301.

Bats are a unique and
important group of
species. They are the
only mammals
capable of true flight
and can consume
their own body
weight in insects each
night.
Although bats are not
harvested in the
NWT, it is still
important to conserve
them. Ecosystems
work best and are
more resilient to
change when their
biodiversity is intact.
Every single species
lost reduces
biodiversity and
undermines the
stability of the
ecosystems we rely
on.
Little brown myotis – Joanna Wilson, ENR

