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NWT CONFERENCE OF MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

CONSENSUS AGREEMENT RESPECTING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INUVIALUIT
SETTLEMENT REGION POLAR BEAR JOINT MANAGEMENT PLAN AND
FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION

The Conference of Management Authorities has reached consensus (hereafter referred
to as the “Consensus Agreement”) respecting the implementation of the /nuvialuit
Settlement Region Polar Bear Joint Management Plan and the accompanying
Framework for Action for Management of Polar Bears in the Inuvialuit Settlement
Region.

The management goal is to ensure the long-term persistence of healthy polar bears in
the Inuvialuit Settlement Region (ISR) while maintaining traditional Inuvialuit use. The
recommended management approaches and the NWT Management Authorities’ intent .
to undertake them are summarized in this Consensus Agreement. Further information
can be found in the /nuvialuit Settlement Region Polar Bear Joint Management Plan.

Implementation is subject to appropriations, priorities and budgetary constraints of the
Management Authorities.

Periodic co-management reviews of progress and new information, as outlined in
approach 2.1, will allow for the implementation of the management plan and allow for

changes as appropriate and agreed to by all Management Authorities.

The processes for developing the management plan, framework for action, and
implementation agreement are outlined in Annex B.

GNWT Statements

The Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) makes the following statements
about its intentions to implement the recommended management approaches in the



management plan and accompanying framework for action, subject to appropriations,
priorities, and budgetary constraints. The GNWT’s intentions are consistent with the
implementation role that co-management partners have recommended for the GNWT in
the Implementation Table for Actions on Management of Polar Bears in the Inuvialuit
Settlement Region - As recommended by Inuvialuit Game Council (IGC), Wildlife
Management Advisory Council (North Slope) (WMAC (NS)) and Wildlife Management
Advisory Council (NWT) (WMAC (NWT)) (December 2017) (Annex A).

A. Implementation Underway — The GNWT is actively implementing a number of
the recommended actions in the management plan and accompanying
framework for action in whole or in part. Many of these actions are long-term and
progress is made gradually over time. The actions are being implemented with
co-management partners as part of ongoing management, monitoring, research,
conservation planning, and environmental assessment programs. The
recommendations in the polar bear management plan and framework for action
provide advice to help guide these programs. Many of these actions are
undertaken with Inuvialuit Final Agreement implementation funds; use of those
funds for polar bear management actions is subject to annual review and
approval by the WMAC (NWT). This statement applies to recommended actions
1.1.3,1.21,1.3.1,1.3.2,1.3.3,1.34,1.3.5,1.3.6, 1.3.7, 1.3.8, 1.4.1, 1.4.2, 2.1 1,
21.2,213,2.21,2.22,2.2.3,2.3.1,2.3.2,2.3.3,2.3.4,2.3.5,2.3.6,3.1.1, 3.1.2,
3.1.3,3.21,3.22,3.23,3.3.1,3.4.1,3.4.2,41.2,4.1.4,4.1.5,4.2.1,4.2.2, 4.2.3,
4.2.4,43.3,4.3.11,5.1.1,5.2.1,and 5.2.4.

B. Resources Required - A number of the recommended actions in the
management plan and framework for action are important but implementing them
would require additional resources and/or re-allocation of existing resources. The
GNWT intends to pursue implementation of these actions as resources and
capacity allow. The GNWT will seek additional resources and may consider re-
allocation of existing resources to implement these actions. Re-allocation of
existing resources could affect other commitments. This applies to recommended
actions 1.2.2, 1.3.2, 1.3.6, 1.3.7, 4.1.1, 4.1.3, 4.1.6, 4.1.7, 4.2.5, 4.3.4, 4.3.5,
4.3.6,4.3.7,4.3.8,4.3.9, and 4.3.10.

C. Not Pursuing — Some actions in the management plan and framework for action
are more appropriately led by co-management partners other than the GNWT,
and some actions are not currently a high priority for the GNWT to implement
given other higher priorities and resource constraints. The GNWT does not
intend to actively pursue implementing these actions at this time. This does not
prevent the GNWT from participating in implementation if opportunities arise



and/or when other management partners take a lead role. This applies to
recommended actions 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.4, 3.5.1, 4.3.1, 4.3.2, 5.2.2, and 5.2.3.

WMAC (NWT) Statement

WMAC (NWT) intends to work with partners to move forward on implementation of the
objectives and approaches in the Inuvialuit Settlement Region Polar Bear Joint
Management Plan and actions outlined in the Implementation Table for Actions on
Management of Polar Bears in the Inuvialuit Settlement Region (Annex A).

INTERPRETATION

For greater certainty, terms and processes in this Consensus Agreement are as defined
and described in the Species at Risk (NWT) Act.

For greater certainty, the Management Authorities for polar bear (Ursus maritimus) in
the Northwest Territories are: Wildlife Management Advisory Council (NWT) and the
Government of the Northwest Territories.



WE THE UNDERSIGNED, having reached this consensus on this ?_ﬂday of Azs0/)
2018, provide this Consensus Agreement to the Minister of Environment and Natural
Resources, Government of the Northwest Teritories, and the Wildlife Management
Advisory Council (NWT).

Operations
Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources
Government of the Northwest Territories
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“ffingss | / g Rob Gau, Vic8 Chair

Wildlife Management Advisory Council (NWT)
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ANNEX B

DEVELOPMENT OF MANAGEMENT PLAN, FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION AND
IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENT

On February 27, 2014, the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources,
Government of the Northwest Territories, acting on the direction provided by the
Conference of Management Authorities in their Consensus Agreement on Listing Polar
Bear (Ursus maritimus) (November 2013), added polar bear to the NWT List of Species
at Risk as a species of Special Concern. If a species is listed as Special Concern, the
Species at Risk (NWT) Act requires that the Conference of Management Authorities
complete a management plan for that species.

The Inuvialuit Settlement Region Polar Bear Joint Management Plan (the management
plan) describes the management goal and objectives for polar bears in the entire
Inuvialuit Settlement Region (ISR), including the Northwest Territories and Yukon. It
was developed to meet the requirements for a management plan under the territorial
Species at Risk (NWT) Act and the ISR (Yukon and NWT) regional component of the
national management plan under the federal Species at Risk Act, while also respecting
the joint management process laid out in the /nuvialuit Final Agreement.

Management authority for polar bears in the ISR is jurisdictionally complex and the
management plan is intended to facilitate an integrated and common approach by all
jurisdictions. To facilitate this process, a companion document, the Framework for
Action for Management of Polar Bears in the Inuvialuit Settlement Region (framework
for action) was developed. This document outlines actions and areas where further work
should be directed. The framework for action was meant to be used by management
partners to develop an implementation table.

The management plan and framework for action were prepared collaboratively by
Environment and Natural Resources, the Wildlife Management Advisory Council (NWT),
Wildlife Management Advisory Council (North Slope), Inuvialuit Game Council,
Environment Yukon, Parks Canada, and Environment and Climate Change Canada.
The process of developing the management plan and framework for action included
meetings in the ISR communities, conducting Crown consuitation with regard to
Aboriginal and treaty rights, and providing opportunity for public comment.

The management plan and framework for action were developed appropriately with
input from the necessary parties. They include appropriate recommended objectives
and approaches for the management of polar bears, as well as descriptions of threats
and positive influences, as required under section 61 of the Species at Risk (NWT) Act.



The management plan and framework for action were completed and adopted by the
Conference of Management Authorities on June 27, 2017, in accordance with section
59 and sections 61-68 of the Species at Risk (NWT) Act. -

An Implementation Table for Actions on Management of Polar Bears in the Inuvialuit
Settlement Region (implementation table) was developed collaboratively and
recommended by WMAC (NWT), WMAC (North Slope), and the Inuvialuit Game
Council to the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources, Government of the
Northwest Territories, the Minister of Environment, Government of Yukon, and the
Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Government of Canada. The
implementation table recommends proposed lead agencies and potential partners to
implement the actions laid out in the management plan and framework for action.

The development of the implementation table benefitted from a joint workshop between
the Inuvialuit Game Council, the WMAC (NWT) and WMAC (North Slope). WMAC
(NWT) also sought community feedback on the implementation table during visits to ISR
communities in September and October 2017.

This Consensus Agreement Respecting Implementation of the Inuvialuit Settlement
Region Polar Bear Joint Management Plan and Framework for Action was informed by
discussions of the Conference of Management Authorities and other polar bear
management partners (WMAC (North Siope), Inuvialuit Game Council, Yukon
Government, Environment and Climate Change Canada, and Parks Canada), the
management plan, the framework for action, the implementation table, the Consensus
Agreement on Listing Polar Bear, the Consensus Agreement on Adopting the Inuvialuit
Settlement Region Polar Bear Joint Management Plan and Framework for Action, the
Species at Risk Committee’'s assessment and reasons for assessment, and the
approved species status report. This Consensus Agreement was also informed by
public input (solicited by the Management Authorities) and the results of Crown
consultation duties performed by the GNWT during the listing process and the
development of the management plan and framework for action. No information was
provided to the Species at Risk Committee by the Conference of Management
Authorities or a Management Authority under paragraph 31(1)(c) and no clarification
was requested under section 34 of the Species at Risk (NWT) Act.



