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NWT CONFERENCE OF MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

CONSENSUS AGREEMENT RESPECTING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR NORTHERN MOUNTAIN CARIBOU IN THE NWT

The Conference of Management Authorities has reached consensus (hereafter referred
to as the “Consensus Agreement”) respecting the implementation of the Management
Plan for Northern Mountain Caribou in the Northwest Territories: Adoption of the

Management Plan for the Northern Mountain Population of Woodland Caribou (Rangifer
tarandus caribou) in Canada.

INTERPRETATION

For greater certainty, terms and processes in this Consensus Agreement are as defined
and described in the Species at Risk (NWT) Act.

For greater certainty, the Management Authorities for northern mountain caribou
(Rangifer tarandus caribou) in the Northwest Territories are: Gwich'in Renewable
Resources Board, ?ehdzo Got'ine Gots'é Nakedi (Saht(i Renewable Resources Board),
and the Government of the Northwest Territories.



WE THE UNDERSIGNED, having reached this consensus, provide this Consensus
Agreement on this 29" day of April 2024 to the Minister of Environment and Climate
Change for the Government of the Northwest Territories, the Gwich'in Renewable
Resources Board, and ?ehdzo Got')ne Gots’é Nakedi (Sahti Renewable Resources
Board).
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Witness Robert Charlie-TetIichi, Chair
Gwich'in Renewable Resources Board

(taruna Quur /(Q/L_

Witness Donna Schear, A/Chair
?ehdzo Got'jne Gots'é Naked (Sahtu
Renewable Resources Board)

Ml f1shio Taok A

Witness Dr. Brett Elkin, Assistant Deputy Minister,
Wildlife and Forest Management
Dept. of Environment and Climate Change
Government of the Northwest Territories




The overall goal of the adopted national management plan recognizes that caribou, like
other wildlife, have ecological, cultural and spiritual values along with consumptive uses.

The management goal for northern mountain caribou in the Northwest Territories is to
prevent northern mountain caribou from becoming Threatened or Endangered by having
responsible agencies cooperatively work together to carefully manage these caribou and
their habitat.

To achieve this goal, the following results must be achieved:

1. Populations of each northern mountain caribou subpopulation are maintained or
recovered, such that the population operates within its natural range of variability;

2. Ecological integrity of key habitats and ecosystems required by northern mountain
caribou are maintained; and

3. Stewardship of northern mountain caribou and its habitat are promoted among
Indigenous governments and Indigenous organizations, co-management boards,
government agencies, and other interested parties.

The recovery measures recommended in the management plan, and the Management
Authorities’ intent to undertake them, are summarized in this Consensus Agreement.

Further information can be found in the Management Plan for Northern Mountain Caribou
in the Northwest Territories.

Implementation is subject to appropriations, priorities and budgetary constraints of the
Management Authorities.

The processes for developing the management plan and this Consensus Agreement are
outlined in Annex B.

STATEMENTS FROM MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

GNWT Statements

The Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) makes the following statements
about its intentions to implement the recommended approaches in the management plan,
subject to appropriations, priorities, and budgetary constraints.

A. Implementation Underway — The GNWT is actively implementing a number of
the recommended approaches in the management plan in whole or in part.
Additional resources may be needed to fully implement these approaches. Many




of these actions are long-term and progress is made gradually over time. The
actions are being implemented with co-management partners as part of ongoing
management, monitoring, research, conservation planning, and environmental
assessment programs. The recommendations in the management plan provide
advice to help guide these programs. This statement applies to recommended
approaches 2.1, 3.1,6.1, 7.1, 8.1, 8.2, and 8.3.

B. Resources Required — This recommended approach in the management plan is
important but implementing it would require additional resources and/or re-
allocation of existing resources. The GNWT intends to pursue implementation of
this approach as resources and capacity allow. The GNWT will seek additional
resources and may consider re-allocation of existing resources to implement this
approach. Re-allocation of existing resources could affect other commitments. This
applies to recommended approaches 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 4.1, and 5.1.

C. Not Pursuing - Some approaches in the management plan are more
appropriately led by co-management partners other than the GNWT, including
partners that are not signatories to this agreement, and some approaches are not
currently a high priority for the GNWT to implement given other priorities and
resource constraints. The GNWT does not intend to actively pursue
implementation of these approaches at this time. This does not prevent the GNWT
from participating in implementation if opportunities arise and/or when other
management partners take a lead role. This applies to recommended approaches
2.2,23,42,52 and 6.2.

Gwich'in Renewable Resources Board Statements

GRRB is a Management Authority for northern mountain caribou and therefore is
committed to the management and recovery of the species, as outlined in the
Management Plan for Northern Mountain Caribou in the Northwest Territories: Adoption
of the Management Plan for the Northern Mountain Population of Woodland Caribou
(Rangifer tarandus caribou) in Canada. GRRB will implement the management
approaches as identified in Annex A, subject to appropriations, priorities, and budgetary
constraints.

Pehdzo Got'ine Gots'é Naked! (Sahtu Renewable Resources Board — SRRB) Statements

The Sahti Renewable Resources Board (SRRB) serves as the Management Authority
for Northern Mountain Caribou in the Sahtu region, committed to implementing the
Management Plan for the species. Emphasizing a holistic approach, the SRRB actively
engages in monitoring, harvest management, health risk assessment, and habitat
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identification through initiatives like the Trails of the Mountain Caribou Management Plan
and Geospatial (GIS) Hub. While acknowledging limitations in capabilities, the SRRB
prioritizes community-centric strategies like the Protected Areas Framework and the
Dene béré community harvesting pilot program. The ongoing Public Listening Sessions
and participation in environmental assessments underscore the SRRB's dedication to
conservation, knowledge-sharing, and community involvement in safeguarding the
Northern Mountain Caribou population.
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ANNEX B
DEVELOPMENT OF MANAGEMENT PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENT

On July 29, 2021, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change (ECC) for the
Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT), acting on the direction provided by the
Conference of Management Authorities in their Consensus Agreement on Listing
Northern Mountain Caribou (Rangifer tarandus caribou) (April 2021), added northern
mountain caribou to the Northwest Territories (NWT) List of Species at Risk as species
of Special Concern.

The Management Plan for Northern Mountain Caribou in the Northwest Territories was
developed by the Conference of Management Authorities to address the conservation
and management requirements of northern mountain caribou in the NWT. Section 63 of
the Species at Risk (NWT) Act allows the Conference of Management Authorities to
incorporate into a management plan all or part of an existing plan prepared by any person
or body. The NWT management plan adopts the national Management Plan for the
Northern Mountain Caribou Population of Woodland Caribou (Rangifer tarandus caribou)
in Canada, which outlines the overall goals, objectives and approaches for northern
mountain caribou management across the NWT. The NWT management plan also
includes a Northwest Territories addition which presents additiona! information required
by the Species at Risk (NWT) Act that was not found in the national management plan,
as well as other recent information important to the management of northern mountain
caribou in the NWT. The CMA reached consensus to accept the Management Plan for
Northern Mountain Caribou in the Northwest Territories on April 29, 2023 in accordance
with section 66 and 63 of the Species at Risk (NWT) Act. The management plan was
published on July 28, 2023 in accordance with section 68 of the Species at Risk (NWT)
Act.

This Consensus Agreement Respecting Implementation of the Management Plan for
Northern Mountain Caribou (Rangifer tarandus caribou) in the Northwest Territories was
informed by discussions of the Conference of Management Authorities, the NWT
management plan, the Consensus Agreement on Listing Northern Mountain Caribou
(Rangifer tarandus caribou), the Consensus Agreement on Accepting the Management
Plan for Northern Mountain Caribou (Rangifer tarandus caribou) in the Northwest
Territories, the Species at Risk Committee’s assessment and reasons for assessment,
and the approved species status report. It was also informed by public input solicited by
the Management Authorities and the results of engagement as part of the decision to
accept the management plan. No information was provided to the Species at Risk
Committee by the Conference of Management Authorities or a Management Authority
under paragraph 31(1)(c) of the Species at Risk (NWT) Act.
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