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These flow charts outline the processes that happen after someone decides that a species should be 
assessed under the Act.

Legend:

OTHER PARTIES
Action taken by another party

Action taken by Management 
Authorities

Action taken by SARC Action taken by CMA

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES CONFERENCE (CMA)SPECIES AT RISK COMMITTEE (SARC)

Timeline or 
condition for 
Action A

Action A
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General overview of processes
(see  following pages for more detail on these processes and who does what)

Species is chosen for assessment

Management plan or recovery 
strategy is completed

Species is assessed
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Reassessment and 
re-listing

Species is listed as 
extinct, extirpated, 

endangered, 
threatened or special 

concern

Implementation of management plan or 
recovery strategy
• Agreements and/or Minister’s statements 
• Progress reports
• Reviews every 5 years

Conservation of species and/or habitat
Possible tools include:
• Management Authorities’ 

conservation actions
• Designated habitat
• Regulations for species conservation 
• Regulations for habitat conservation
• Agreements with private landowners
• Minister’s submissions on proposed 

developments, permits, licences and 
land use plans

Species is 
not listed



Decide whether to refer a species to 
SARC for assessment and provide 

reasons

Approve assessment schedule

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

By September  30 
each year

CONFERENCE (CMA)SPECIES AT RISK COMMITTEE (SARC)

Developing the assessment schedule (s.25-29) 

Decide that a 
species 

should be 
assessed

Submit proposed assessment schedule 
to CMA

Review schedule and, if necessary, 
make changes or ask SARC to make 

changes

By July 1 each year

Establish assessment priority for species 
using criteria

Refer a species to SARC for 
assessment and provide reasons

ANYONE
Apply to have a 

species assessed 
and provide 

reasons

Decide whether 
to accept or 

reject the 
application

RENEWABLE RESOURCE COUNCIL 
OR HUNTERS AND TRAPPERS 

COMMITTEE
Apply to have a species assessed 

and provide reasons

May 
assess

Notify 
applicant of 

rejection and 
provide 
reasons

Must assess

Must 
assess

May 
assess

OR
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Provide comments on draft status 
report within 6 months

Assessment schedule is approved

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

Within 1 
year

CONFERENCE (CMA)SPECIES AT RISK COMMITTEE (SARC)

Assessing the status of a species (s. 31-33)
(see  last page for more detail on internal review process)

Arrange for preparation of a species 
status report

SARC requests that draft status report be 
reviewed by Management Authorities, 

Aboriginal organizations and other 
knowledgeable people

Approve status report

Assess status of the 
species, provide 

assessment, reasons, 
status report and new 
information used to 

Management Authorities, 
and make them public

Provide any new information to SARC Provide any new information to SARC

SARC reviews draft status report
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Receive assessment from SARC

Within 60 days

Request 
clarification 
from SARC

•Discuss the assessment
•Identify and coordinate actions to prepare 
for a consensus agreement on listing
•Establish a time frame to complete the 
actions

Within 3 months

As soon as 
practicable after 
actions complete

Meet to develop a consensus 
agreement on listing

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

Carry out actions 
(e.g. consultation)

OR

Within 1 year of receiving 
assessment

Minister of ENR lists (or not) 
according to agreement

Minister of ENR decides 
whether or not to list

Provide written notice that no 
consensus agreement has been 
developed

Provide consensus agreement to 
Minister of ENR and Management 
Authorities

Minister of ENR lists for 10 year 
term (or not) according to decision

Within 3 
months

Within 3 months

CONFERENCE (CMA)SPECIES AT RISK COMMITTEE (SARC)

Listing a species (s. 33-42) 

Provide assessment to 
Management Authorities

Provide clarification to 
Management Authorities

Within 
30 days

Provide advice to CMA if requested
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Anytime



Decide whether to refer a species to 
SARC for reassessment and provide 

reasons

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES CONFERENCE (CMA)SPECIES AT RISK COMMITTEE (SARC)

Reassessing a species (s.47-49) 

Decide that a 
species 

should be 
reassessed

Add to proposed assessment schedule 
and reassess following same procedure 

as for new species

Refer a species to SARC for 
reassessment and provide reasons

ANYONE
Apply to have a 

species reassessed 
and provide 

reasons

Decide whether 
to accept or 

reject the 
application

RENEWABLE RESOURCE COUNCIL 
OR HUNTERS AND TRAPPERS 

COMMITTEE
Apply to have a species reassessed 

and provide reasons

Notify 
applicant of 

rejection and 
provide 
reasons

Must reassess

Must 
reassess

May 
reassess

OR

Species is listed for 10-year term

If no consensus 
agreement to add 
another 10 year 
term without 
reassessment, 
must reassess 
within 8 years and 
6 months of listing

Reassessment required under 
management plan or recovery strategy

Must reassess

May 
reassess
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Receive reassessment from SARC

Within 60 days

Request 
clarification 
from SARC

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

OR

Minister of ENR removes from list, 
adds term, or lists in another 

category according to the 
agreement.

Minister of ENR decides whether 
to remove from list, add term, or 

list in another category

Provide written notice that no 
consensus agreement has been 
developed

Provide consensus agreement to 
Minister of ENR and Management 
Authorities

Within 3 
months

Within 3 months

CONFERENCE (CMA)SPECIES AT RISK COMMITTEE (SARC)

Re-listing a species (s.45, 50-54) 

Provide reassessment to 
Management Authorities

Provide clarification to 
Management Authorities

Within 
30 days

Provide advice to CMA if requested

Develop a 
consensus 

agreement to add 
another 10-year 

term to the listing, 
in the same status 
category, without 

reassessment

Following same procedure as for new 
assessments, develop a consensus 
agreement to: 

• Remove from the list;
• Add another 10-year term; or
• List in another category

Minister of ENR removes from list, 
adds term, or lists in another 

category according to decision.

Within 9 
years and 
6 months 
of last 
listing

Anytime
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Minister of ENR lists a species as 
Endangered, Threatened or Special Concern

Establish a process for preparing a 
management plan or recovery strategy

Within 3 months

Recommend 
conservation measures 

to be included

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

Receive proposed plan/strategy

If no process established by Conference, 
Minister of ENR  becomes responsible for 

preparing the plan/strategy

CONFERENCE (CMA)SPECIES AT RISK COMMITTEE
(SARC)

Recommend 
conservation measures 

to be included

•Discuss the proposed plan/strategy
•Identify and coordinate actions to prepare for a 
consensus agreement on accepting it
•Establish a time frame to complete the actions

As soon as 
practicable after 
actions complete

Meet to develop a consensus agreement on 
accepting a plan/strategy

Carry out actions 
(e.g. consultation)

Within 3 
months

ORMinister of ENR makes changes, 
provides plan/strategy to 

Management Authorities and makes 
it public (i.e. completion)

Minister of ENR provides 
plan/strategy to the Management 

Authorities and makes it public 
(i.e. completion)

Provide written notice that no consensus 
agreement has been developed

Provide consensus agreement to Minister of 
ENR and Management AuthoritiesWithin 3 

months

ENDANGERED THREATENED OR 
SPECIAL CONCERN

PREPARER
Prepares proposed 

plan/strategy

Within 9 
months of 
listing

Within 21 
months of listing

Completing management plans and recovery strategies (s. 58-69) 
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Plan/Strategy is completed
Within 9 months

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES

If no agreement developed by Conference, 
Minister of ENR makes a statement 

summarizing the actions the Minister 
intends to undertake to implement it

CONFERENCE (CMA)SPECIES AT RISK COMMITTEE 
(SARC)

Develop a consensus agreement on 
implementing the plan/strategy

Implementing management plans and recovery strategies (s. 70 – 74, 155) 

Prepare a report on:
• Actions undertaken to implement the 

plan/strategy
• Progress made towards meeting objectives

Review the plan/strategy

Every 5 years (or sooner)

Every 5 years (or sooner)
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Carry out implementation actions



Take actions for conservation

Anytime

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES CONFERENCE (CMA)SPECIES AT RISK COMMITTEE 
(SARC)

Develop a consensus agreement 
on conservation

Conservation of species and habitat (s 56, 70, 76-86, 149-154) 

Anytime

If part of consensus 
agreement, management 
plan or recovery strategy

Anytime, for 
listed or pre-
listed species

Minister of ENR recommends to the 
Commissioner that habitat be designated so 
that it shall not be destroyed, subject to s. 

56(4), 70(4) or 153(2)

Minister of ENR makes submissions on 
proposed developments, land use 

permits, water licences and land use plans

Minister of ENR makes agreements with 
owners of private lands to conserve 

habitat or area

Minister of ENR recommends to the 
Commissioner that regulations be made 

respecting conservation of species, habitat or 
area (including conservation actions, harvest, 

prohibitions, restrictions and exemptions) 
subject to s. 149-150

Minister provides CMA with annual 
reports on agreements, permits and 

exemptions

Minister issues permits and makes orders 
exempting activities

By July 1 each year

Anytime, for 
listed or pre-
listed species
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Following proper 
consultation and 
processes in land claim 
agreements

Following proper consultation 
and processes in land claim 
agreements



Submit first drafts of status 
report components

Make necessary changes 
and produce second draft 

components

SARC: Review second draft 
components for completeness, 

content and accuracy

Make additional changes 
and produce third draft 

components
(end of contract)

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES
Review draft status report for 
completeness, content and 
accuracy

In-depth review of draft status 
report prior to species 
assessment meeting

Conference call to approve final 
species status report and clarify 

content prior to assessment 
meeting

Species assessment meeting

PREPARERSSPECIES AT RISK 
COMMITTEE (SARC)

SECRETARIAT

Within 6 months

Make changes, if 
necessary

ABORIGINAL ORGANIZATIONS
Review  draft status report for 

completeness, content and 
accuracy

OTHER KNOWLEDGEABLE 
PEOPLE

Review  draft status report for 
completeness, content and 

accuracy

Arrange for preparation 
of a species status report 

components

Review first drafts of status report 
components for completeness and 

adherence to guidelines

Confirm changes

Confirm changes and link 
components together 
into full status report

Compile comments

Review process for species status reports (internal process determined by SARC) 
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Initiate preparation of a species 
status report

Within 4 
months

1 
month

1 
month

2 months

1 month

2 months

OTHER KNOWLEDGEABLE PEOPLE
Review second draft components 

for completeness, content and 
accuracy

1 month

Make changes


