Polar Bear
Management Plan

An Inuvialuit Settlement Region Polar Bear Co-Management
Plan and Framework for Action are being developed to help
manage human impacts on polar bears.

Scientific Name: Ursus maritimus

Status: Special Concern (may become Threat-
ened or Endangered because of a combi-
nation of biological characteristics and

identified threats).
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Polar bears are found throughout the circumpolar Arctic where there is annual and
multi-year sea ice. They are adapted to thrive in the Arctic environment and are
dependent on the sea ice platform for various aspects of their life history including
hunting, movement, mating, and denning. Polar bears are at the top of the Arctic
food chain with their primary prey being ringed seals and, to a lesser extent, bearded
seals. Polar bears are a long-lived species that have late sexual maturation and low
reproductive rates.

The primary threat to polar bears is habitat change due to climate warming. Project-
ed warming over much of their range and the associated reductions in the extent
and thickness of multi-year sea ice, and the duration and thickness of annual sea ice,
will have both direct and indirect effects on polar bears. Other threats to polar bears
in the Inuvialuit Settlement Region (ISR) include oil and gas development (risk of a
large scale oil spill), increased shipping, human-caused mortality in excess of Total
Allowable Harvest, pollution and contamination, research impacts, disease and par-
asites, and competition.

Why develop a for the ISR?

The listing of polar bears as a species of special concern under the federal Species at
Risk Act (2011) and the NWT's Species at Risk (NWT) Act (2014) triggered the need for
management plans under both legislative processes. To ensure coordinated and
consistent planning across the ISR (NWT and Yukon portions), a joint plan was devel-
oped by Inuvialuit, NWT, Yukon, and federal partners. The purpose of the co-
management plan is to describe and enhance the existing polar bear management
system in the ISR.

The co-management plan will assist management partners in planning and prioritiz-
ing their work. It
will facilitate co-
ordination and
cooperation
based on the
shared goal, ob-
jectives, and ap-
proaches that it
establishes for
polar bear man-
agement in the
ISR. A Framework
for Action for
Management of
Polar Bears in the
ISR was also de-
veloped to facili- /
tate implementa- / A
tion. /

Range of Polar Bears in
the Inuvialuit Settlement Region

[ Polar Bear distribution

D Inuvialuit Settlement Region
I National Parks and Reserves
[ Marine Protected Areas
Migratory Bird Sanctuaries (MBS)

Alaska

Nunavut




Polar Bear S e
Management Plan  Ris

What's next in the process:
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Your input is needed on the draft management plan
and Framework for Action!

A draft polar bear co-management plan and Framework for Action have been built
with input from management partners in the ISR.

Do you have suggestions to improve the draft co-management plan
or Framework for Action?

What actions do you think should be taken to help manage polar
bears in the ISR?




